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RECTOR’S REFLECTIONS  
LIGHT AND HOPE 

ow is the winter of our discontent,” is the opening line of Shakespeare’s Richard III and it 
expresses for many the times we are going through.  I first came across the Bard’s quote 
during the British political crisis of 1978-79.  The crisis was characterised by widespread 
strikes and the coldest winter for two decades.  Gravediggers in Liverpool, truck drivers 

across the country, waste (garbage) collectors in London and NHS (mostly hospital ancillary workers) 
went on strike.  All I remember is that it was a miserable time. 

The increase in COVID-19 cases, the social restrictions over the holidays and the contentious 
Presidential Election have created much discontent in our world.  While it is easy to let our hearts be 
overcome by darkness and despair, we have a light that shines in the darkness that gives us hope in 
times of social and political upheaval. 

The early Christian Church went through many ‘winters of discontent’ as they faced waves of 
persecutions from the Romans.  Paul writes to the church at Corinth during this time that its light and 
hope was Christ dwelling within it - like a treasure in a clay pot, 

‘But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-
surpassing power is from God and not from us. We are hard 
pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in 
despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not 
destroyed.    2 Corinthians 4:7-9 

For many people this might be the ‘winter of discontent’ but let 
us all take encouragement from Paul’s words, that within us we 
have the ‘all-surpassing power of God’.  In other words, whatever 
circumstance we find ourselves in nothing can take away the hope 
we have in Christ.  Therefore, we celebrate Christmas because the 
light has come to shine in the darkness and Emmanuel dwells 
among us. 

 

Merry Christmas, 

Fr. Alistair  
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MEMORIES OF CHRISTMAS PAST 
FIRE! 

n Christmas Eve 1978, the congregation of Christ Church was gathered for the 
traditional 10:30 pm Eucharist. The first half hour was devoted to carols and lessons, 
with the Eucharist to follow at approximately 11:00 pm. Leading the service that 

evening was Fr. Robert Ward, a retired priest who lived in Schoharie. Christ Church was, at that 
time, “between” rectors and Fr. Ward was a semi-permanent supply priest and a gentleman 
very highly regarded by all. 
 

As Fr. Ward began the portion of the service devoted to the consecration of the bread and 
wine, a parishioner seated on the east side of the church near the door to the sacristy noticed 
the smell of smoke in the air. Bart MacDougall who was seated nearby asked a fellow Vestry 
member, Bob Butler, to “check the furnace room.” In the meantime, Bart, trying not to attract 
any attention, walked across the front of the congregation to the Duane pew where, at that 
time, a large red 30 lb. fire extinguisher was stored. He tried to be as unobtrusive as possible 
on his way back toward the sacristy, but a woman in one of the pews shouted “fire!” At that 
point Fr. Ward, who had his back to the congregation, as was the practice then, turned around 
and said, “Bart is there anything I should do?” Bart said “No, just continue.” So, Fr. Ward 
turned around and continued with the recitation of the service. 
 

By that time, Bob had returned and met Bart at the entrance to the sacristy. Bob said, 
“There’s a fire on the furnace room floor.” Bart said, “Throw snow on it!” Fortunately for this 
situation, a heavy snowstorm had begun just about the time the service began and it was fairly 
easy for the two men to extinguish the fire using the blowing snow. They then went back inside 
and the service continued without too much of an actual disturbance. 
 

Upon further examination, it seems that an oil line had clogged and heating oil had started 
to run onto the floor of the furnace room which, fortunately, was/is concrete. It was 
remarkable, and also fortunate, that this fire started just at the time when a Christmas Eve 
service was underway. One can only imagine what might have occurred had the furnace had 
been running on a cold night with no one in the church to detect such a malfunction which 
occurred that night. 
 

Following the service there was more drama as the storm had dropped nearly 12” of snow 
and was still going strong. Fr. Ward and his wife had not arrived at the church that evening 
with a vehicle capable of traveling on snowy roads (weather forecasts 40 years ago were not 
quite as accurate as today). Unable to negotiate the steep hill from Delanson to Quaker Street 
on their way home to Schoharie, the Wards were towed by Bart in his four- wheel drive pickup 
to the home of Bob and Dianne Butler in Quaker Street where they spent the night. By very 
early Christmas morning, everyone was in bed, safe and happy after a very interesting 
Christmas Eve. 
 
Many thanks to Bart MacDougall for providing all the details of this story!    

O
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GETTING TO KNOW OUR PARISHIONERS  
REV. ALISTAIR MORRISON 
*In this new feature, we will ask parishioners to 
complete a brief online form of which the responses will 
be included as a short biography in The Messenger. If 
you would like to participate and be a featured 
parishioner for future editions, please complete the form 
linked here: Getting to Know Our Parishioners Form.  
Fr. Alistair has graciously offered to be our first featured 
parishioner. 
 
Name: Alistair Morrison 

How long have you been a parishioner of Christ 
Church? Since 2017 

What is your favorite memory of Christ Church? 
There have been many great memories for me at 
Christ Church but my favorite memory has been our 
Christmas Eve and Easter Sunday services. To have 
the church so full and to hear such enthusiastic 
singing has been a great experience. 

Where is the most interesting place you have 
traveled? The most interesting place I have traveled 
to has to be Japan. A friend and his wife were 
missionaries in Japan for over 20 years and he kept 
inviting me come out to visit. In 2008, along with 

my son Peter, I made the trip and it was an amazing 
experience. Eating sushi in a Tokyo sushi bar and 
traveling to Kyoto on the bullet train and exploring 
a Shogun palace were highlights of my visit. 
Japanese customs and language are very different 
to Ireland so I was glad to have my friend to explain 
and interpret. 

What is something most people may not know 
about you? I was at one time ranked 6th best player 
in Ireland at Table Football (Subbuteo) check out 
the game online! 

 

 

 

CHURCH BULLETIN BOARD 
The following appeared in church bulletins or were announced at church services. 

Compiled by Max Bowen. 

The sermon this morning: 
‘Jesus Walks on Water.’ The 

sermon tonight: ‘Searching for 
Jesus’ 

Miss Charlene Mason sang ‘I 
will not pass this way again’, 
giving obvious pleasure to the 

congregation. 

The church will host an 
evening of fine dining, super 
entertainment and gracious 

hostility. 

Ladies don’t forget the 
rummage sale. It’s a chance to 

get rid of those things not worth 
keeping around the house. 

Bring your husbands. 

At the evening service tonight, 
the sermon topic will be ‘What 
Is Hell?’ Come early and listen 

to our choir practice. 

Irving Benson and Jessie 
Carter were married on 

October 24th in the church. So 
ends a friendship that began in 

their school days. 

Don’t let worry kill you off – let 
the Church help! 

For those of you who have 
children and don’t know it, we 

have a nursery downstairs. 

Potluck supper Sunday at 5pm 
– prayer and medication to 

follow. 
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   DECEMBER 2020      
BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES & EVENTS 

 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
  1 

Billy Chandler, 
Phillip Sayles 

2 

Linda 
MacDougall, Patrick 
McHugh 

3 4 

Barbara Greer 

5 

6  ADVENT 2 
Holy Eucharist – 10am 

Steve Schrade 

7 8 9 10 11 12 

13  ADVENT 3 
Holy Eucharist – 10am 

Zachary Sayles, 
Katherine LaMere-
Fortman, Kevin 
Lenehan 

14 

Rick Lucia 

15 16   
Vestry Mtg – 7pm 

17 18 19 

20  ADVENT 4 
Holy Eucharist – 10am 
 

21 22 

Quinn Walsh 

23 24  CHRISTMAS 
EVE 
Services at 4pm and 
7pm 

 George 
Featherstonhaugh 

25  CHRISTMAS  
DAY 

John Iseman 

26 

27  CHRISTMAS 1 
Holy Eucharist – 10am 
 

28 29 

Jill Brandoline 

30 31 

Brendan Walsh 
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   JANUARY 2021      
BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES & EVENTS 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
     1  New Year’s Day 2 

3  CHRISTMAS 2 
Holy Eucharist – 10am 
 

4 5 6   Epiphany 7 8 

 Elaina Denny 

9 
 

10  EPIPHANY 1 
Holy Eucharist – 10am 
 

11 12 13 14 15 16 

17  EPIPHANY 2 
Holy Eucharist – 10am 

 Judith Doell, Sasha 
Eliott 
 

18  Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day 

19 20   
Vestry Mtg – 7pm 

21 22 23 

24  EPIPHANY 3 
Holy Eucharist – 10am 
 

25 26 27 28 29 

 Scott Wolfe 

30 

31  EPIPHANY 4 
Holy Eucharist – 10am 
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 SERVICE OFFERINGS 
As a reminder, there are a variety of worship settings available to you and may be chosen based 
on your personal preference:  
 

 Worship in the church building. Christ Church is implementing the Episcopal Diocese’s 
guidance for safe practices.  

 Worship from the carpark. Audio of the service will be broadcast in the carpark as well for 
those wishing to remain outdoors.  

 Worship at home. The Sunday services are live streamed and viewable on the Church’s 
Facebook page. https://www.facebook.com/ChristChurchDuanesburg/ 

 Communion is offered as a drive through option following Christ Church’s 10:00 service, in 
the church carpark from 11:30 to noon. Enter from Duanesburg Churches and exit down 
the driveway onto Route 20. 

  

 

 
The parish is located at:  
132 Duanesburg Churches Rd, 
Duanesburg, NY, on the corner of Rt. 
20 and Duanesburg Churches Rd. 
Rector: 

Fr. Alistair Morrison  
revajmorrison@gmail.com 

Deacon: 
Debbie Beach (518) 372-1352 

or (518) 669-1898 
dbeach21@verizon.net 

Vestry members: 
Cindy Creasy – Sr. Warden 
John Weiler – Jr. Warden 
Judy Breitenstein 
Tim Fischer 
Laura Lucia 
Nancy Palluti 
Andrea Salisbury 
Phil Sayles 
Steven Schrade 

Treasurer: 
Laura Lucia 

Parish Hall Ph.: (518) 895-2383 

Christ Church 
P.O. Box 92 
Duanesburg, New York 12056-0092 

Christ Church is a worshiping community of friends, joyfully serving, 

encouraging and healing others in Jesus’s name. 


