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RECTOR’S REFLECTIONS 
SUNFLOWERS 
 

ast year we put up bird feeders in the garden at the rectory.  They 
attracted many different birds, but also drew the attention of 
squirrels.  The squirrels managed to work out how to access the 

seeds and started to throw them to the ground, in handfuls (squirrel 
handfuls!).  As weeks passed, we noticed green shoots rising from the soil 
below the feeders, and soon realised they were sunflowers.  The squirrels 
in discarding the seeds had planted a garden of sunflowers.  As in the story 
of Easter, what was rejected and buried, rose from the ground to live.   

 
For all of us who have been horrified and distressed at the 
invasion of Ukraine, sunflowers have taken on a new meaning 
this year.  The sunflower, the national flower of Ukraine, has 
become a symbol of solidarity and hope for the beleaguered 
people of that land.  As we celebrate Easter this year let us 
continue to pray for peace in Ukraine, and that the nation, like 
the sunflowers in our garden, will rise from the devastation to 
life.  

   Blessings of the Risen Christ, 

Fr. Alistair X 
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ANNUAL RAISING OF THE CROSSES 
GOOD FRIDAY 1999 

  
Pictured left to right:  Sherry 
Schrade, Cheryl Lennox, Kyle 
Schrade, Judy Breitenstein, 
Steve Schrade, Bart 
MacDougall, Fr. Rue Moore 
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VIEW FROM THE PEW 
NET WORTH             BY JOHN WEILER 
 

I grew up with punk rock and indie music. The 
band I grew into middle age with is the Foo 
Fighters. From scrapy, left of the FM radio-dial band 
in the ‘90s, to headliners in stadiums in 2022. A 
passion project to a career over the course of 25 
years. I stopped playing in bands long ago, but I 
enjoyed their career vicariously. The last nice-guy 
rock stars in a world of glossy dance music and 
posturing hip hop. 

The other day as I was driving around town 
running errands, I heard on the radio that Dave 
Grohl, the lead Foo, had a net-worth of $320 
million. That’s a lot of money! 

I confess, I never once thought about how much 
money he or his bandmates had. It never seemed 
to matter. The Foo Fighters were regular guys, less 
rock star than everyman. The kind of guys you’d 
hang with at the bar of your local rock club 
between each other’s sets. The kind of guys that 
wouldn’t just pack their gear when their time on 
stage was done, they’d probably stick around to 
support and encourage the other bands. That was 
the culture of punk rock and indie music back in the 
day (or at least so the rosy glasses of memory tell 
me) and it’s the ethos the Foo Fighters carried 
forward. That All-American Calvinist work ethic. The 
rewards are incidental, and you don’t ever forget 
where you came from. 

This morning I woke to the news that Taylor 
Hawkins, the Foo Fighters’ drummer was dead at 
50. As I write this, the cause of death is still 
unknown. I suppose it could be drugs as some of 
the tabloids are beginning to hint, although he’d 
long ago gotten clean. But the cause isn’t what I 
want to write about. 

In this world we tend to measure success in 
dollars. In the trappings of wealth, what we define 
as net worth. But all that is translates to is material 
comfort. It may ease life, but it isn’t what life is 
about. 

In the end fame and wealth couldn’t save Taylor 
Hawkins and it is not the measure of his life. He 
leaves behind a wife and family. He leaves behind 
his friends. Over those 25 years, Dave Grohl and 
Taylor Hawkins became brothers as only 
membership in something greater than the sum of 
its parts can forge. Reacting to his death, none of 
his peers in the music world are talking about 
Taylor Hawkins’ fame or wealth; even how great a 
drummer he was is secondary to the conversation. 
They speak of his humanity, his warmth, his 
authenticity, his friendship, his love. 

We are defined not by what we have, even if we 
worked tirelessly to earn it; we are defined by the 
relationships in our lives. 

I don’t presume to suggest that any rock band, 
secular or otherwise, is some kind of model for the 
Christian life, and I don’t know anything about 
Taylor Hawkins’ spiritual or religious beliefs, but I 
do know the likeness to God in our creation is one 
of relationship. Even the most agnostic among us 
can reflect God’s image when they act selflessly, 
kindly. It’s built in. The capacity to love, to support, 
to create communally, collaboratively. 

To mend the cracks in our broken world in 
whatever way we can, to bridge the gaps between 
us. That is God’s work. 

For Christians, this is how we emulate Christ. 
How we succeed in this – the treasure we build up 
in Heaven – is our net worth and nothing else. And 
if we answer this call, we are adopted in spite of, 
not because of whatever we have or haven’t 
achieved. 

In the end, if we live into this life, only bankers 
and lawyers will care about counting our money. 
Those we love and the lives we have touched will 
count their blessings for having shared their lives 
with ours.X
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THE POETRY CORNER  
QUESTIONS IN LIFE                 BY CAMILLE CRANDALL 

 
 
Have you ever had a yearning?  
Have you ever had a call?  
Have you ever wished for summertime  
And dread the likes of fall?  
  
Have you ever wanted just to sing  
The lyrics of a song;  
Of one to fill your heart with warmth  
As others sing along?  
  
Have you ever wandered off the path  
To follow what was wrong;  
Then jumped right back and took the path  
You knew where you belonged?  
  
Have you ever had the moxie   
To speak your mind at length;  
Then stepped back when you realized   
You really have such strength?  
  
Have you ever seen a picture  
Of relatives from long ago,  
And wondered had you met them  
Would they seem like those you know?  
  
Have you ever had a challenge  
To take you to the brink;  
To make you try your hardest  
With little time to think?  
  

 
 
 
You met that challenge with a force  
You didn’t know you had;  
The accomplishment of such a feat  
Just made you feel so glad.  
 
Have you ever met a person  
You thought was rather strange,  
But when you got to know him  
Found there’s nothing you would change?  
  
Have you ever lost a loved one  
You held so very dear,  
And missed with such a passion  
And always wished was here?  
  
Have you ever waited for someone  
With fear he wouldn’t show;  
Then in he walked and you could feel  
Your heart was all aglow?  
  
No matter how you view it;  
No matter how you tell;  
No matter what you make of it,  
These questions ring a bell.  
  
They make you stop and think today  
Of life’s ongoing quest  
To figure out what happens  
When we put ourselves to test.  
  
These questions stem from life and love.  
The answers lie with God above X 
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BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES & EVENTS 

 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
     1 

Johnny Bard 

2 

3  LENT 5 
Holy Eucharist – 10am 
Joyful Journey – 10am 

Bob & Heather 
MacDougall, Alistair 
Morrison & Laurie 
Garramone 
 

4 

Gabriel Denny 

5 

Clayton Iseman 

Bart & Linda 
MacDougall 

6 7 8 9 

10  PALM SUNDAY 
Holy Eucharist – 10am 
Joyful Journey – 10am 
 

11 

Thomas Walsh, 
Alexis Weyers 

12 13 14 
Maundy Thursday 
Service – 7pm 

Bryan & 
Andrea Salisbury 
 

15 
Good Friday Service – 
7pm 

16 

Morgan 
McKinley 

17  EASTER 
Holy Eucharist – 10am 

18 

Jeremiah Lennox 

19 

Kathleen 
Sweeney, Alistair 
Morrison 

20 
Vestry Mtg – 7pm 

21 

Alexandra 
Moses, Tonya 
Rudolphsen 

22 23 

24  EASTER 2 
Holy Eucharist – 10am 
Joyful Journey – 10am 

Dottie & Alvin 
Smith, Shawn & Nancy 
Palluti 
 

25 26 

Diane Acevedo, 
Ian MacDougall 

27 

April Kosier 

28 29 
Rummage Sale 4pm-
7pm 

Heather 
MacDougall 

30 
Rummage Sale 
9am-2pm 
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BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES & EVENTS 

 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1  EASTER 3 
Holy Eucharist – 10am 
Joyful Journey – 10am 
 

2 

Sharon Mericle 
 

3 4 

Emma Connor 

5 

Kevin & 
Kathleen Sweeney 

6 7 

Marissa 
Fortman 

8  EASTER 4 
Holy Eucharist – 10am 
Joyful Journey – 10am 
 

Ashley Hunt 

9 

Corinne Skala 
 

10 11 12 

Andrea Salisbury 

13 14 

15  EASTER 5 
Holy Eucharist – 10am 
Joyful Journey – 10am 
 

16 

 Tracy 
Rabideau, Amanda 
Weyers 

17 

Marguerite 
MacDougall, Kelly 
Schrade Powers 

18 
Vestry Mtg – 7pm 

Isabelle Acevedo 

19 

Chui Eliott 

20 21 

Kevin Sweeney 

22  EASTER 6 
Holy Eucharist – 10am 
Joyful Journey – 10am 
 
 

23 

Kevin Barker, 
Charlie Powers 

24 

John Bard 

25 26  Ascension Day 

Elizabeth Iseman, 
Ryan Powers 

27 

John Langston, 
Laura Lucia 

28 

29  EASTER 7 
Holy Eucharist – 10am 
Joyful Journey – 10am 
 

30  Memorial Day 

Brandon Lucia 
 

31 

 June VanWie 
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The Regional Food Bank has been helping to feed the poor and hungry in our communities since 1982. It 
is the only organization of its kind in northeastern New York. 

We designated the date of May 5th with 2 possible blocks of time to volunteer:  5:00 – 6:30 and from 
6:30 -8:00 for our church confirmation group and any of you that would like to volunteer for a sorting 
shift.   If you are interested in volunteering, feel free to contact Jenna or Sandra to be added to the shift.   

You can also go direct to the Food Bank’s website to set up your own time to volunteer.  
https://regionalfoodbank.net/volunteer/ 

 

 

 
 
The parish is located at:  
132 Duanesburg Churches Rd, 
Duanesburg, NY, on the corner of  
Rt. 20 and Duanesburg Churches Rd. 
Rector: 

Fr. Alistair Morrison  
revajmorrison@gmail.com 

Deacon: 
Debbie Beach (518) 372-1352 

or (518) 332-6825 (TEMP) 
dbeach21@verizon.net 

Vestry members: 
John Weiler – Sr. Warden 
Phil Sayles – Jr. Warden 
Judy Breitenstein 
Cindy Creasy 
Laura Lucia 
Heather MacDougall 
Nancy Palluti 
Andrea Salisbury 
Steven Schrade 

Treasurer: 
Laura Lucia 

Parish Hall Ph.: (518) 895-2383 

Christ Church 
P.O. Box 92 
Duanesburg, New York 12056-0092 

 

 

Christ Church is a worshiping community of friends, joyfully serving, 

encouraging and healing others in Jesus’s name. 


