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CHRIST CHURCH ANNUAL MEETING AGENDA 

February 1, 2026 

Call to Order 

 

Opening Prayer 

 

Appoint Clerk(s) - Motion 

 

Approve the Minutes of the 2025 Annual Meeting - Motion 

 

Nominations for Vestry 

Vestry Member - Motion 

Nora Barker 
 

Clerk to Vestry - Motion 

Nancy Palluti 
 

Treasurer - Motion 

Bruce Bonacquist 
 

Commissioning Vestry Members 
 

Reports 

Buildings and Grounds 

Ladies Auxiliary 

Treasurer 

Rector  

 

Other Business 

 

Closing Prayer 

 

Adjournment - Motion  
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CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, DUANESBURG 

ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES 

January 26, 2025 

 

Call to Order:  At 11:43am Fr. Alistair Morrison called the meeting to order followed by an opening 

prayer. 

Appoint Clerks:  Fr. Alistair called for a motion to appointment Sandra Weiler and Deacon 

Debbie Beach as Clerks. 

Phil Sayles made the motion to appoint Sandra Weiler and Deacon Debbie Beach as Clerks, with a 

second by Andrea Salisbury. 

Approve the Minutes from the 2024 Annual Meeting: As there were no corrections and questions, Fr. 

Alistair called for a motion to approve the minutes as written. 

John Weiler made a motion to accept the Minutes from the 2024 Annual Meeting as written with a 

second by Heidi Bonacquest. As there was no further discussion a voice vote was taken. The motion was 

passed unanimously. 

Nominations for Vestry: 

Fr. Alistair thanked Nancy Palluti for serving on the for two consecutive 3-year terms. He also thanked 

Chris White for accepting the nomination to fill the vacant position, along with those nominated for re-

election. As there were no other nominations from the floor, a motion was made. 

The slate for Vestry members is as follows: 

Phil Sayles (re-election) 

Judy Breitenstein (re-election) 

Heather MacDougall (re-election) 

Chris White 

Kathleen Sweeney made a motion to elect the slate of nominees as written with a second by Nancy 

Palluti. As there was no further discussion a voice vote was taken. The motion was passed unanimously. 

Wardens: Fr. Alistair thanked Phil Sayles for his time as Senior Warden and being a “listening ear”. As 

there were no other nominations from the floor, a motion was made. 

The slate of nominees for Wardens is as follows: 

Cindy Creasy (Junior Warden) 

Steve Schrade (Senior Warden) 

John Weiler made a motion to elect the slate of nominees as written with a second by Phil Sayles. As 

there was no further discussion a voice vote was taken. The motion was passed unanimously. 

Clerk to the Vestry: Fr. Alistair reported Jane Weyers has accepted the nomination for Clerk of the 

Vestry. As there were no other nominations from the floor, a motion was made. 

Nora Barker made a motion to appoint Jane Weyers as Clerk of the Vestry with a second by Jenna 

Sayles. As there was no further discussion a voice vote was taken. The motion was passed unanimously. 
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Treasurer: Fr. Alistair reported Greg Harkenrider has accepted the nomination as Treasurer. As there 

were no other nominations from the floor, a motion was made. 

Sherry Schrade made a motion to appoint Greg Harkenrider as Treasurer with a second from Jenna 

Sayles. As there was no further discussion a voice vote was taken. The motion was passed unanimously. 

Fr. Alistair then commissioned the Vestry. 

Reports (included in the 2024 Annual Report): 

Building and Grounds: Fr. Alistair thanked Judy Breitenstein, Andrea Salisbury and Steve Schrade for 

the work they have done to maintain the church, parish hall, rectory and grounds. 

Ladies Auxiliary: Elizabeth Iseman, Treasurer, reviewed her report. She thanked Cindy Creasy, the 

Rummage Sale Coordinator, for all the work she does. Due to the restoration project the sales may not 

be held in 2025. The funds raised are used for outreach and Beaver Cross Summer Camp scholarships. 

Treasurer: Greg Harkenrider provided an overview of the finances. The revenue increased by 5.4% and 

the expenses increased by 9.3%. 

Rector: Fr. Alistair reported the 2025 budget plan is developed and voted on by the Vestry each year. 

He then reported VMJR will be the contractor for the restoration and it is planned we will move into the 

Parish Hall in March. Steve Schrade, Judy Breitenstein, Andrea Salisbury, Phil Sayles and Fr. Alistair 

will develop a moving and set up plan. There is a shortfall of about $100,000 in the restoration fund and 

will continue to our fundraising efforts. 

Other Business: 

Foyers: Heather MacDougall explained what Foyers is and will put out a sign up sheet. 

Closing Prayer: As there was no other business to be discussed, Fr. Alistair said a closing prayer 

followed by a request for a motion to adjourn. 

Heather MacDougall made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 12:35pm with a second by Steve Ash. As 

there was no further discussion a voice vote was taken. The motion was passed unanimously. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Deacon Debbie Beach 

Sandra Weiler 

Clerks for the Annual Meeting  
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2025 Buildings & Grounds Annual Report 

 

❖ Purchase of calcium chloride for ice management 

❖ Oversee mowing of church grounds 

❖ Spring Clean Up, Modified Fall Clean Up 

❖ Manage winter plowing, sanding & sidewalk shoveling 

❖ Back field mowed by Steve Ash 

❖ Lower driveway monitored 

❖ Heat thermostat management, Church and Parish Hall 

❖ Annual Town of Duanesburg Fire Inspection 

❖ Annual inspection and certification of all fire extinguishers in both buildings 

❖ Rectory inspection, resulting in a new refrigerator being purchased and installed.  

Old one was removed. 

❖ Tree trimming & removal 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Andi Salisbury, Judith Breitenstein and Steve Schrade 
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2025 Treasurer’s Report 
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Rector’s 2025 Annual Report 

 

Restoration Project 

In April we signed a contract with VMJR Construction for the restoration of the church and work 

commenced on site in May.  Little did we know how much additional rot we would find in the 

supporting structure.  We also did not expect to find asbestos in the window putty, but we kept going.  

The result is a wonderful testimony not only to everyone who donated to the project, the planning by the 

architect, the skill of the contractor, but also to God’s faithfulness to his church in providing all we 

needed to carry out the project. I would like to thank all the donors, the Fundraising Committee, the 

Restoration Building Committee, the Vestry, the architects and contractor for all the hard work they put 

into making the restoration a success. 

Gratitude 

At Christ Church we continue to be blessed with a faithful and enthusiastic congregation who work 

hard, often unnoticed, to ensure God’s Kingdom advances and thrives in Duanesburg.  There are many 

people to thank for their time and service over the past year.  Deacon Debbie is always first on my list 

for her dedicated service to us all as she lives out her calling as deacon, and I am again personally 

thankful for her encouragement and help over the past year. 

 

During the restoration project we spent 32 Sundays in the Parish Hall.  It was wonderful to have such a 

comfortable facility so close at hand for our worship services. With all of the extra work that the move 

involved I say a big thank you to the Altar Guild for setting up the Eucharist each week.  Thanks also to 

Sharon Mircle for scheduling the acolytes, readers and greeters for our Sunday Services and to Kath Ash 

for preparing the Weekly Bulletins.  Thanks go to Steve Schrade for choosing the hymns we sing each 

week and to Colleen, our organist, for leading our praise and to the choir who enhanced our worship 

experience at our Christmas and Easter celebrations.  Thank you also to the tellers, acolytes, readers and 

Coffee Hour providers. 
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Thank you to Karen Harkenrider for her card writing ministry over the past few years.  Karen stepped 

down at the end of the year, and we are grateful to Sherry Schrade for stepping in to take over this 

important ministry.  Finally, but not least, thanks to Amy Walsh for editing and issuing The Messenger, 

along with the regular contributors: John, Steve, Camille and Deacon Debbie. 

 

Parish Life 

During 2025 we celebrated three baptisms: Cody Patrick Nilsen, son of Brandon and Stacey, Jackson 

(Jack) Robert Metch, son of Jake and Mary Kate and Colton Jay Moller, son of Wyatt and Jodi.  We also 

rejoiced on the baptism of Makysm James Breitenstein, son of Carl and Erica, who was baptized at the 

Ukrainian Catholic Church in Watervilet.  The Women’s Bible Study Group continued to grow in 

strength under the guidance and leadership of Heidi and Nancy.  We held Mid-week Communion 

Services with lunch in April, July and November, and 30 members of the parish went Caroling in 

December to Judson Meadows Assisted Living Community.  Sadly, during the year we lost Dorothy 

Smith who passed away in July. 

 

Congregational Events 

Notable congregational events that happened during the year included the following:  

• Epiphany Pageant (January) 

• Twelfth Night Gathering (January) 

• Volunteering at the Regional Food Bank (January, May & August) 

• Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper (February) 

• Raising the Crosses on Good Friday (April) 

• Morning of Prayer (April) 

• Restoration Project starts (May)  

• Parish Picnic (June) 

• Floating Classroom Trip to Lake George (July) 

• Ladies Luncheon at Maple on the Lake (August) 

• Restoration Runners at the first Annual Carlisle 

Color Run (August) 

• Blessings of the Animals (October) 

• Holy Hike, Vroman’s Nose (October) Restoration Runners 

• Operation Christmas Child (November) 

• We return to Church (December)  

• Food Drive to support Our Lady of Fatima Food Pantry (December) 

• David, The Movie (December) 

• Christmas Caroling at Judson Meadows Assisted Living Community, Glenville (December) 

• Lessons and Carols (December) 

 

Thank you to everyone who helped with the organization of our social and outreach events. 
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Organizations 

Joyful Journey (Sunday School) and the work among the young people continued during the year.  As 

well as Bible lessons the young people and their families went on scientific boat rides, hikes and made 

crafts in the Parish Hall.  I am thankful for the continued commitment of Heather and Nora and Deacon 

Debbie for their work with Joyful Journey, and to John and Sandra for their help with young people. 

 

Due to the restoration work being carried out on the church it was not possible to hold the Ladies 

Auxiliary biannual Rummage Sales.  We look forward to them returning in 2026.  A big thank you goes 

to the to the Ladies Auxiliary who continue to sponsor Beaver Cross scholarships and give generously to 

the outreach of the church. 

 

Vestry 

We are blessed at Christ Church to have a committed and unified Vestry.  Thank you to the members 

who served on the various committees, in particular the Buildings and Grounds Committee as it 

continued to maintain and care for the property.  Over the past year I have appreciated the support and 

advice of both Senior and Junior Wardens, Steve Schrade and Cindy Creasy.  Thanks also to Nancy 

Palluti, Secretary to Vestry, for faithfully taking the minutes of the monthly meetings.  Finally, thank 

you to Greg Harkenrider for his admirable work as church treasurer over the past two years.  Greg is 

stepping down as treasurer and will be greatly missed. 

 

Postulants to the Sacred Orders of Deacons 

During the year both John Weiler and Heidi Bonacquist were accepted as postulants to Holy Orders.  

They have started deacon school, and if all goes according to plan, they will be ordained in 2027.  We 

continue to pray for God’s guidance and blessing on John and Heidi as they pursue their callings. 

 

Looking Forward 

We have, with God’s help, accomplished much in 2025, but we also look forward with anticipation to 

2026.  Bishop Jeremiah will be visiting us in March; we are holding a Celebration Weekend on May 16-

17, which will include an open house on the Saturday, and a Historic Re-enactment Service on the 

Sunday; this year we will be hosting the Baccalaureate Service; and there is the 250th Anniversary of the 

Declaration of Independence. Three of our parishioners are planning to go on Medical Mission trips in 

2026, Kath Ash and Carol Gregg are heading to the Dominican Republic in February and April Kosier is 

going to Kenya later in the year.  

 

We have much at Christ Church to be thankful for! 

 

Blessings, 

 

Fr. Alistair 

January 2026 

 


